EXCALIBUR THEATRE ARTS CO.

RECREATIONAL REGISTRATION
Student Placement Guidelines & Recommendations
MINI (3 Years Old)
• The minimum age is 3 years old. Students must be the required age on the first day of class.
* PLEASE NOTE: From this point on, with regard to class age groups, students must turn the required
minimum age no later than Dec 31st 2019 in order to be eligible for enrollment.
JUNIOR (4 Years Old)
• Provided your student is the required age, there are no prerequisites.
* PLEASE NOTE: Beyond Mini and Junior, the age groups are organized by skill level. Beginner,
Intermediate, and Advanced options may be offered.
KINDER (5 & 6 Years Old)
• Beginner classes welcome students with no prior experience, and dancers advancing from
younger age groups.
• Even with prior Mini/Junior experience, we recommend that students enroll in a Beginner class
when advancing to the Kinder age group. These students are often the youngest in their class,
sessions are longer, and expectations are higher. Participation requires additional focus and
discipline as dancers explore more complex techniques.
• Intermediate classes are intended for students with one (1) year of discipline-specific training
within the Kinder age group (or similar, if transferring from a different studio).
7-9 Years Old
• Beginner classes welcome students with no prior experience, and dancers advancing from
younger age groups.
• Even with prior Kinder experience, we recommended that students enroll in a Beginner class
when advancing to the 7-9 age group. As with Kinder, moving into a 7-9 class can be
challenging for younger students. This age group offers a wide range of potential maturity
levels. Lessons are more demanding. Even the Beginner classes will be an adjustment in terms
of expectations and overall complexity, and moving directly to Intermediate may be
overwhelming.
• Intermediate classes are intended for students with one (1) year of discipline-specific training
within the 7-9 age group (or similar, if transferring from a different studio).
• Advanced classes are intended for students with two (2) years of discipline-specific training
within the 7-9 age group (or similar).

(continued ...)

10-12 Years Old
TEEN (10-18 Years Old)
• These guidelines apply to both the 10-12 and Teen age groups.
• Beginner classes welcome students with little or no experience.
• Students advancing from the an earlier age group (or similar, if transferring from a different
studio) are permitted to enroll in Intermediate and/or Advanced classes, provided they meet the
following requirements:
◦ Intermediate classes are intended for students with at least two (2) years of training within
the specific dance discipline (ballet, jazz, hip hop, etc).
◦ Advanced classes are intended for students with no less than three (3) years of prior
experience within the specific dance discipline.
◦ These guidelines assume that the required prior experience is recent. For instance, two years
of training at ages 3 and 4 would not prepare a student for an Intermediate class! In cases
similar to this, Beginner enrollment is recommended.
* Please keep the following in mind:
•
•

We are very flexible when it comes to enrollment. If a student is too advanced for their
current class (or otherwise overwhelmed by a class that is too difficult), the instructor will
contact administration and recommend a transfer to a more appropriate session.
At the end of the day, do not worry! Our goal is to provide dancers with a beneficial
classroom environment. We want them to learn, grow, and succeed. Follow these placement
guidelines as best you can, and trust that our instructors will suggest a change if one is required.

